
REVIEWS 
LEICESTER OLD AND NEW. By William Kidd. E. P. Publishing Ltd. (1975). 104pp. 
£2.15 

This is an excellent book of its kind: indeed, one that anybody who cares for 
Leicester today will want to buy. The series to which it belongs works on the 
sensible principle of confronting pairs of pictures on opposite pages showing, as far 
as possible, the same scene in the past and today. Mr. Kidd-to whom readers 
of the Leicester Mercury have owed much sane and illuminating comment on the 
city's affairs for a long time past-supplies brief notes to the pictures in his captions 
below. These have all the qualities of a good running commentary: they are brisk, 
discerning and lively, and they tell one just what one needs to know, in order to 
extract full value from each picture. 

Should the book be in need of reprinting, as one hopes it may, a couple of 
small corrections may be suggested: the excavations of the 193o's certainly did 
not demonstrate that the Jewry Wall was part of the Roman Town Hall of Leicester 
(p.2); Thomas Cook did not build the Wyvern Hotel (p.58). The Consanguitarium 
(a real Leicester oddity) should surely be mentioned on p.19; and on pp.57-8 it 
is worth pointing out that Cook's Temperance Hotel survives, in its upper part, 
in 1974. 

Many of the pictures, both old and new, will be unfamiliar to most readers, 
or totally unknown. · Altogether, this is a most welcome production: an admirable 
Christmas present for those who have known Leicester and left it, as well as for 
those who remain. 

JACK SIMMONS 

LEICESTERSHIRE YEOMEN FAMILIES AND THEIR PEDIGREES. By w. G. Hoskins. 
Leicester Research Services (1974). 28pp. 45P 

The reprinting of this perennially useful study by W. G. Hoskins from Volume 
XXIII Part I (1946) of the Transactions is to be applauded. It contains much to 
delight and instruct both the casual reader and the would be genealogist and to 
guide them through the lush foliage and dark morasses of this fascinating aspect of 
historical research. The Yeomen of Leicestershire formed part of that large amor
phous class of free men who made up the Shire community; the very bedrock of 
English Society and Institutions. 

A HISTORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOLS, LEICESTER 
1881-1974. By Janet Martin. The Managers St. John's School (Leicester, 1974). 
19pp. 4op 

This brief survey was written to commemorate a new chapter in the life of the 
school, the move to new premises in June 1974. Mrs. Martin's account reflects 
three interwoven themes in the growth of this Church of England school. The 
religious or rather sectarian background to its establishment in the 188o's, the fact 
that the school very soon came to mirror the susceptibilities of the community it 
served and perhaps most important of all, the traditions and atmosphere established 
by three rather remarkable headmasters. Janet Martin writes with a subdued humour 
that makes this an extremely readable as well as informative contribution to the 
history of education in Leicestershire. 

RECORDS OF THE BOROUGH OF LEICESTER VOLUME VII. Edited by G. A. Chinnery. 
Leicester University Press (1974). 591pp. £7 

This volume completes Allen Chinnery's indispensable three part contribution 
to a comprehensive survey of the borough archives for the period II03 to 1835. It 
contains a useful commentary by Dr. A. N. Newman relating the history of the 
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corporation of Leicester 1689-1835 to the wider context of national politics and 
society. Mr. Chinnery's systematic exposition of the great mass of detailed records 
gives any researcher into the history of the borough an enviable advantage over 
his counterparts elsewhere. Volume VII covers the Judicial records of the corporation 
for the period 1689-1835. These consist mainly of Quarter Session Rolls, Cor
poration Legal cases, Vestry Minutes, Borough Rates and the reports of the 
Municipal Corporation and Boundary Commissioners of 1835 and 1837 respec
tively, with additional material relating to the Watching and Light Bill and other 
smaller categories of records. The lists of Honorary Freeman and the index of people 
at the end of the volume will be an extremely useful source for anyone interested 
in tracing the history of local families. 

LEICESTER HEBREW CONGREGATION A CENTENARY RECORD 1874-1974. By Aubrey 
Newman. Leicester Hebrew Congregation Centenary Committee (1974). 29pp. 

Dr. Newman relates one of the success stories of the last hundred years, the formation 
of Leicester's Jewish community, the establishment of its Synagogue and the deep 
and lasting contribution of this community to the social and political life of the 
City. That contribution has been all the more remarkable when one takes into 
account the relatively small number of Jewish families who have made Leicester their 
home between 1874 and 1974. The lucid picture drawn by A. N. Newman is of a 
characteristically outward looking group of people bound together by their faith 
but conscious of their commitments to the city, the country and the world at large. 

THE QUAKER LLOYDS IN THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION. By Humphrey Lloyd. 
Hutchinson (1975). 307pp. £6.75 

This book tells the fascinating story of the rise of the Lloyd family from relatively 
obscure but gentile origins to the great banking house of the nineteenth century. 
It is a history of talent and enterprise, but above all of the awesome power of 
integrity and single-minded devotion undoubtedly generated by the Quaker faith 
of the family that was to last almost two hundred years. 

The various stages in the rise of the family fortunes illustrate the distinctive 
characteristics of the Industrial Revolution in the West Midlands, in particular the 
geographical drift along the banks of the Severn coming to rest finally at the 
industrial heart of the region, Birmingham. From there banking grew almost 
spontaneously out of the growing need for local credit facilities and for a quicker 
and more immediate transfer of funds throughout the various regions of Industrial 
England. 

The book is extremely well illustrated and contains some useful maps and 
genealogical tables. 

LEICESTER PAST AND PRESENT. Volume One' Ancient Borough; Volume Two, 
Modem City. By Jack Simmons, Eyre Methuen (1974), 192, 159pp., £3 each 

Leicester has endured some distinguished detractors but fortunately has enjoyed in 
its historians men perceptive enough to see beyond the superficial and sensitive 
enough to discern the elusive and unobtrusive values of this ancient community. 
Professor Simmons is no exception to this happy rule. Through his thirty years 
residence, his determination to understand and his eminent professional skills he 
has captured for ever the spirit of the place. 

The division of the volumes, Roman times to 1860 and 1860 to the present 
day, is a meaningful one. Despite the elements of continuity running through the 
work as a whole, the two volumes are quite different in character; each is capable of 
standing alone. 

Volume One traces the history of the town from its ancient imperial prosperity 
which established Leicester, perhaps for ever, as the commercial centre for the 
surrounding countryside, to its second great period of prosperity during another 
imperial age beginning in 1860. The story is both common-place and sad. Common
place because it represents a microcosm of the history of provincial England. Sad 
because the common-place often obscures great hardship and suffering in everyday 
life. Leicester has endured the whole spectrum of misfortune in its two thousand 
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years of existence, invasion, feudal violence, civil war, famine, pestilence, decay and 
stagnation. All this has left its mark if not upon the town then upon the character 
of its people, captured in Joseph Dare's account of the tranquil fatalism of a poor 
mother during the smallpox epidemic of 1863-4. 

Other traits are rooted deep in the past. Traditions of Lollardy, protestantism 
and dissent have also played an important part in the history of the town. These 
were not so much religious attitudes in the true sense of that phrase, rather the 
negative, dissenting attitudes and prejudices of the majority of those who accepted 
the new dogmas. Professor Simmons also describes the gradual emancipation of 
civic government from the influence of outside forces. This long drawn out process of 
evolution rather than revolution developed through gild and corporation a new 
concept of corporate identity for the town. This was not entirely without its draw
backs, writing of a Jacobite mayor, the author comments .. . "It's asserted that he had 
a mind of his own, no matter if many people thought that mind small and foolish". 

During the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, aspects of the modern 
town begin to reveal themselves, hosiery and bricks make their first real impact upon 
the character of the town. People began to complain about the state of the pave
ments. The growth of radicalism inspired by ancient traditions of dissent and more 
immediate Tory attitudes. New factors of communication, canals and railways that 
not only helped to broaden the economic basis of the community but . actually 
shifted the industrial axis of the town itself. All these things culminated in the 
triumphant emergence of the modern city unfolded in the second volume. 

Quite apart from its intrinsic historical value, Volume Two ought to become an 
indispensible work of reference and inspiration at many varied levels. On the most 
prosaic, it ought to take pride of place alongside the Guinness Book of Records on 
a shelf above every public bar in the city for it deals with all the Leicester legends 
of the present century, the trams, Filbert Street, the De Montfort Hall and the 
bombing of the city during the Second World War. Topics that have become 
perennial sources of dispute and even of violence amongst Leicester people. As a 
definitive work of reference Volume Two can settle once and for all such heated 
arguments and so make a lasting contribution to the tranquillity of the community. 

On a higher plane, because of its masterly analvsis of the problems and possi
bilities of the physical environment of the city, this volume ought to be made 
compulsory reading for everv prospective candidate for municipal office. It is in this 
sense that the true nature of the second volume must be appreciated. For here we 
have a distinguished historian leaping free of the bounds of history and proiecting 
the spirit of the past into a critique of the present and an impassioned plea for the 
future of a city once again at one of the great turning points of its history. 

Three further superlatives remain, the style is inimitable, the humour delight
fully characteristic and the illustrations superbly evocative. 

Daniel Williams 


